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OST OF US LOVE THE FAMILIAR. WE SLEEP ON THE SAME SIDE OF THE BED, ORDER THE SAME
dish at our favorire restaurant and take the same route home from work. Given this, it is not a surprise thar we are nearly
as predicrable when we travel. We find places we love and recurn year after year.

There is the only problem with chis: around almost every corner in the Northwest is a discovery. “Glamping” sites with spacious
canvas tents see up with queen-size beds and hotel room amenities on San Juan Island, s well as 2 sailboar wairing for a Jesson,
Towering columas of basalt that draw climbers from around the world. A Woodinville lodge with ancient beams, elegant rooms and
a friendly dog, is located near 70 winery tasting rooms. A hiking trail through a petrified forest ac Vantage only a few miles from
an elegant inn perched on the cliffs overlooking the Columbia, Add in the increasing number of outstanding wincrics and great
restaurants statewide, and an entire trip could be planned simply around where you will drink and where you will cat.

This summer we'd like to help by doing a bit of advanced scouting. If you already have a favorite vacation spot, go there again like
last year, but plan a day or two on one end to try some place new.. possibly in a part of the state you've never explored before,

THREE POSSIBLE
DESTINATIONS

The firsedestination wesuggestyouexplore
1s the rapidly-developing Woodinville Wine
anu just east of Seatele. The second is

the high desert expanses just off 1-90 and
overdooking the Columbia River. Then the
third—San Juan Island—offers the unique
shift of perspective that comes with life on
an island.

At each destination, we've identified
things to match any budger. If you have
money saved up, consider our SULURGE
choices. If you have some flexibility in your
budget over the cost of gas, we can suggest
something WORTH [T thae won'e break
the bank. And if you are looking for fun
that will cost you nothing or next to noth-
ing, try our BUDGEYL DELIGHTS. Or
you can mix and march and feel alternately
pampered and chrifty.

WOODINVILLE WINE
COUNTRY

Most of the tourist press for the Puger
Seund is dominated by Seartle, but for
a fruitful change of pace you might skip
the Market and the Needle, the Ballpark
and the Ferries, and slip up the 405 to
Woodinville, instead. This would be par-
ticulady true if you love wine, Woodinvilke
has become the west side’s wine destina-
tion with over 70 wineries and casting
tooms — many of them within walking
distance from each other.
IHE SPLURGE: A night at Willows
Lodge and dining on-property at the
Barking Frog.

Willows Lodge combines elegance with
2 warm rustic Northwest welcome in 2
location along the Sammamish River that
is walking distance from over 20 winery
wsting rooms, the Red Hook Brewery
and Chateau Ste. Michelle. The world-
famous Herbfarm is on the property as
well as the lodge’s own acclaimed restau-
rant, the Barking Frog. Willows Lodge
offers 84 pristine rooms and suites full
of thoughtful pampering and decked out
with deep Jacuzzi tubs, fireplaces and inte-
grated audio-visual equipment. Many of
the massive beams throughout the lodge
were reclimed from a Port of Portland
building and the lodge buildings wrap
around thrée separate courtyards. The

SPORANE COA LIVING / June 2010 153






